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MINURSO celebrates the International Day of Peace and welcomes the new Force Commander
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On its 31st anniversary - the theme of the United Nations International Day of Peace is “Education for Peace”.

Wolfgang Weisbrod-Weber, Special Representative of the Secretary General for Western Sahara and Head of MINURSO presided on 23 September a ceremony for the UN International Day of Peace at the MINURSO Parade Ground.

Standing before MINURSO military and civilian personnel, Mr. Weisbrod-Weber read the message from the Secretary-General recalling the United Nations’ daily commitment to peace. “On this International Day of Peace, let us pledge to teach our children the value of tolerance and mutual respect” read the Secretary-General’s message. Emphasizing the value of education for peace, Mr. Weisbrod-Weber reminded Mission staff  that MINURSO had to provide an example by showing respect: “Respect our partners , the Royal Moroccan Army and the Frente POLISARIO forces, respect for the community in which we live, respect for the different cultures, within and outside our Mission”. 
MINURSO also celebrated the International Day of Peace at its Tindouf Liaison Office in Algeria. 

The International Day of Peace was established in 1981 by Resolution 36/67 of the United Nations General Assembly and observed for the first time in September 1982. 

The Senior Representative of the African Union, Ambassador Yilma Tadesse, also read MINURSO staff a message from the Chairperson of the African Union Commission.

The ceremony coincided with arrival in MINURSO Mission Area of the new Force Commander Major-General Imam Edy Mulyono of Indonesia, who succeeds Major General Abdul Hafiz of Bangladesh. 

Major-General Mulyono has a distinguished military career. He was Special Assistant to the Indonesian Army Chief of Staff in charge of Peacekeeping Operations until his appointment, and previously served as Senior Staff Officer for Training and Exercises, Commander of the Indonesian Defence Forces Peacekeeping Centre, Associate Professor at the Army Command General and Staff College and served as Military Observer in UNOMIG. 

